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City Council Agenda Report 
Meeting Date: April 17, 2018 
Department: City Attorney 
   
SUBJECT:  
SENATE BILL 54, CALIFORNIA VALUES ACT 
RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 
Exercise Council discretion regarding a Resolution entitiled: A RESOLUTION OF 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE FOREST, CALIFORNIA, 
SUPPORTING THE OATH OF OFFICE AND RULES OF LAS, AS WELL AS 
SUPPORTING THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS ALAMITOS IN 
ADOPTING ITS ORDINANCE NO. 2018-03 REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH 





At the City Council meeting of March 20, 2018, Council Member Scott Voigts 
requested and received Council consensus to discuss Senate Bill 54 and a 
possible statement of support for the City Council of the City of Los Alamitos.  
The City Council has the discretion to adopt the proposed resolution opposing 
SB 54 and supporting the City Council of the City of Los Alamitos, or take no 





In 2017, Governor Brown signed into law several legislative bills designed to 
protect “nonresidents” from federal immigration laws and regulations, including 
Senate Bill 54 (“SB 54”), called the “California Values Act.”  Those laws became 
effective January 1, 2018.  SB 54 generally prohibits California law enforcement 
agencies from using agency money, personnel, or resources to investigate, 
interrogate, detain, detect, or arrest persons for immigration enforcement 
purposes.  For example, local law enforcement agencies may not (a) inquire into 
an individual’s immigration status, (b) detain an individual on the basis of an 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) or United States Customs and 
Border Protection hold request, or (c) provide information regarding a person’s 
release date from local or State custody.  A limited exception allows local law 
enforcement to provide information about an individual’s release date, or to 
transfer an individual to immigration authorities if the individual has been 





In March 2018, the Federal government sued the State of California, Governor 
Brown, and Attorney General Becerra over the sanctuary state laws.  The lawsuit 
seeks a declaration that the laws, including SB 54, conflict with federal law, and 
seeks an injunction enjoining the State’s enforcement of the laws.  Since the 
lawsuit was filed, a number of cities across the State have weighed in on SB 54 
and the federal lawsuit.  The City of Los Alamitos was among the first to enact an 
ordinance taking a position against SB 54 (Attachment 1).  Following Los 
Alamitos’ action, additional public agencies including the County of Orange and 
the Cities of Aliso Viejo, Yorba Linda, Huntington Beach, and Mission Viejo 
passed resolutions or have taken other action expressing their opposition to SB 
54 and/or supporting the federal government’s lawsuit.  Some cities, such as the 
City of Santa Ana, have expressed their support for SB 54 and the State of 
California.   
 
At the March 20, 2018, meeting, Council Member Voigts requested and received 
Council consensus directing staff to bring back an item expressing Lake Forest’s 
position against SB 54 and supporting Los Alamitos’ efforts against SB 54. Based 
on Council consensus, this item provides the City Council the opportunity to 
discuss taking a position on SB 54 and Los Alamitos’ efforts against SB 54.  The 
City Attorney’s office has prepared a resolution for the City Council’s consideration 
(Attachment 2).  The resolution is modeled after resolutions enacted in Aliso Viejo 
and Mission Viejo.  Among other things, the Resolution affirms the City Council’s 
support of the rule of law, local law enforcement efforts to keep the Lake Forest 
community safe, and Los Alamitos’ ordinance opposing SB 54.  The City Council 
may adopt the resolution or vote to take no action. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
There is minimal fiscal impact associated with the recommended action. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Los Alamitos March 19, 2018 Agenda Report and Ordinance No. 2018-03 
2. Resolution No. XX 
 
Submitted By: Matthew E. Richardson , City Attorney 
Approved By: Debra Rose, City Manager  
 
